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The great upsurge in Arab artistic activity in recent decades came after a
break in the continuity of Arab art. Modern Arab artists have been strongly
influenced by Western art, but increasingly an intrinsically Arab character
has asserted itself in the styles of Arab artists. The influence of Arab culture
penetrates deeply much contemporary Arab art. In pursuing new means of
expression, Arab artists have utilized the traditions of Arab art in
conjunction with modern idioms, and drawn on both Islamic and pre-Islamic
sources including the art of ancient Mesopotamia and ancient North Africa.

In this article, the distinguished poet Buland al-Haidari surveys this
situation, and considers the approaches of modern Arab artists towards
creating art which is truly contemporary and distinctively Arab. 'How well
have our modern Arab artists been able to use the rich provisions of the
past in meeting the needs of the present? He asks.
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